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Discover some of the ground-breaking women
politicians who have changed Canadian

politics.



Agnes
Macphail

Elected in 1921

First woman elected to the
House of Commons



Agnes Macphail was the first woman to
ever be elected to the House of Commons
in 1921. Her strong stance on societals
matters such as equal pay and prison
reforms allowed her to create change in
Canadian society and pave the way for
many women after her. 

"I want for myself what I want for other
women, absolute equality."



Jeanne
Sauvé

First woman Speaker of the
House of Commons and the

first woman Governor General  

Elected in April 1980



Throughout Jeanne Sauvé's career as a journalist
and politician, she paved the way for other

Canadian women to take on positions of
leadership. Early in her professional life,

Sauvé broke down barriers as a woman in 
 television, eventually leading her to covering
politcal topics which had traditionally been a

male dominated field. 

The 1972 federal election marked the beginning
of her political career, as she became the first

woman from Quebec ever elected to the federal
Parliament. Sauvé's role in politics rapidly

evolved as she became the first woman to serve
as Speaker of the House of Commons and was

appointed the first woman Governor General  of
Canada after her term as speaker ended in 1983.

She called her historic appointment “ . . . a
magnificent breakthrough for women.”



Ethel
Blondin-
Andrew

First Indigenous woman
elected House of Commons  

Elected in November 1988



With authenticity as the leading value of
her career, Blondin-Andrew has made
change her life goal. Her desire to preserve
and protect her heritage has led her to
become the first Indigenous woman
elected to Parliament, a victory and
groundbreaking moment that has paved
the way for many women after her. 



The Right
Honourable

Kim
Campbell

Assumed Office in June 1993

First and Only Woman Prime
Minister Of Canada



Kim Campbell is a Canadian politician,
diplomat, lawyer and writer whose eventful

career has been marked by many
milestones and groundbreaking moments.
The many hats she wears are nothing but a

reflection of her courage and
determination, eventually leading her to

serve as the 19th prime minister of Canada
in 1993. Indeed, she was the first and only

woman prime minister of Canada.
 

"I'd be prouder still to say I was Canada's
10th woman prime minister."



First Woman Leader of a
Political Party with

Representation in the
House of Commons

Elected in December 1989



In 1989, McLaughlin went from being a
social worker to becoming a Member of
Parliament. This transition was the
beginning of an impactful political
career, leading her to become the first
woman leader of a political party with
representation in the House of
Commons. 



Sheila Copps

Assumed Office in November 1993

First Woman Deputy Prime
Minister



With a reputation as solid as her achievements

in politics, Copps has brought change to the

Canadian political scene. After becoming a

member of parliament in 1984, Copps went on

to holding many key positions at different

levels of government, before becoming the

first woman Deputy Minister in 1993.

 
 

 

 

 



The
Honourable

Jean
Augustine

First Afro-Canadian
Woman MP in Canada,

Elected in 1993

Elected in October 1993



From being a school principal to
becoming the first Afro-Canadian woman
MP elected to the House of Commons,
Augustine’s career is nothing short of
inspiring. She made room for herself at
many tables and broke several glass
ceilings which caused her to change the
Canadian political scene forever. 

"Black history is not just for Black people –
Black history is Canadian history."

                                             - Jean Augustine



Longest serving woman
MP 

Elected in October 1993



With a medical background, Dr. Fry’s
career and accomplishments are proof
that she is a trailblazer. After becoming
the first Trinidadian born MP in 1993, she
is now the longest serving woman MP in
Canadian history. 



Libby
Davies

First openly 2SLGBTQ+
woman MP and first

woman House Leader

Elected in June 1997



Libby Davies has left a mark on the
political scene, due to her remarkable
boldness and grit. Throughout her career,
she has used her voice to fight for the
voiceless no matter what. In 2001, during a
speech to pass a same sex-marrige law,
she came out as a lesbian, making her the
first MP to do so. She was also the first
woman house leader.

 



Nancy
Karetak
-Lindell

First Inuit woman Member
of Parliament in Canada

Elected on June 1997



It is safe to say that Karetak-Lindell’s
career path and accomplishments have
been fueled by vision and a desire to
fight for what matters. From being a
financial comptroller to becoming the
first Inuk MP to be elected to the House
of Commons, she always made sure to
make her voice heard. 



Yasmin
Ratansi

First Muslim Woman
Member of Parliament.

Elected in June 2004



Since 2004, Yasmin Ratansi has been the

Member of Parliament for Don Valley East,

making her the first Muslim woman MP in

Canada. Amongst the many positions she has

held throughout the years , Ms. Ratansi served as

Chair of the Standing Committee on the Status of

Women, where she was the first to introduce a

report on gender lens budgeting for parliament.

 

It is clear that Ms. Ratansi has made tackling

women's issues one of her top priorities. As the

Canadian representative to the Commonwealth

Women’s Parliamentary Association, she

developed a strategic plan dedicated to

attacking issues surrounding violence against

women, the lack of women mentors, women’s

participation in the political process and gender

balanced budgets. Ms. Ratansi's work for women

has been pivotal in modernizing Canada's

political institutions.  



First Vietnamese Canadian
Woman MP

Elected in September 2007



Thai Thi Lac was inspired in her position
as a political assistant to run to become
a member of parliament. After being
elected in 2007, she became the first
Vietnamese born woman MP elected to
the House of Commons.



Catherine
McKenna

Assumed Office in October 2015

Elected as the first woman
Member of Parliament for
Ottawa Centre  



In 2015, Catherine McKenna was elected the first

female Member of Parliament for Ottawa Centre

and appointed Minister of Environment and

Climate Change. 

Since her re-election in October of 2019, 

 McKenna has served as Minister of

Infrastructure and Communities where she led

federal actions to protect the Ottawa River, make

local buildings more energy-efficient, all while

implementing various environmental policies.

Last week, McKenna announced her plans to

leave federal politics and focus her time on

family and climate action. 

 

 

 

 

"I say it especially to the young girls out
there who are thinking about politics and

whether it's for them. 
Do it. And when you do it, don't be afraid to
run like a girl. I'll be there cheering you on." 



Deputy Prime Minister
 

First woman Minister of Finance 

Appointed in August 2020



Freeland’s success as a journalist and
author was only the beginning of her
impressive career. After transitioning to
politics and being elected as an MP in
2013, she became the first woman to
hold the position of Minister of Finance
in Canada, in 2020. She is currently
Canada’s 10th Deputy Minister.



Rechie
Valdez

First Filipino woman
Member of Parliament in

Canada

Elected in September 2021



During this election  Canadians elected their first Filipino
woman MP!

Rechie Valdez is a prominent community leader who has
worked tirelessly at making Mississauga a great place to
live, work, and raise a family. From her time in corporate
banking to her involvement as an entrepreneur,
philanthropist and community builder, her variety of
experience made her a relatable candidate for the people
of Mississauga. 

We look forward to seeing her use her skills and abilities to
represent the city of Mississauga and make changes that
matter the most to her community's future. 

Congratulations to her for shattering this glass ceiling!

"As a Mom, a Filipina, a woman, creative
entrepreneur, business owner, and an
engaged citizen, I have the experience
and drive to deliver on the things that

matter most to our community."
                                             -Rechie Valdez




